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Summary

For a school to make best use of outside agencies contributions to PSHCEed they need to be clear about what the student needs are and how the agency can specifically meet these needs. Contacting and planning with the agency in advance of their contribution is essential, planning a term or even an academic year in advance. Short term, one off contributions from outside agencies do not enhance student learning or meet their needs.

This guidance has been developed to facilitate schools and outside agencies negotiations with regard to joint/collaborative work in relation to PSHCEed. It contains questions to ask, underlying rationale, the responsibilities of schools and the responsibilities expected of outside agencies. A sample contract is available, which could be utilised to confirm arrangements between the school and outside agency.

If this guide is used it will help to ensure that students have access to a quality learning experience, through collaborative work between the school and the   outside agency, the work complementing the PSHCEed teaching programme delivered by the school. It will make effective use of the agencies time and ensure both agency and school are clear about what is going to be achieved and the benefits of collaboration for the students. The sole purpose of this guidance is to try to ensure the most appropriate learning experience for students. 
For further information contact: 
Graham Hofmann - School Improvement Officer, PSHCEed 
01484 225830 

graham.hofmann@kirklees.gov.uk
Reviewed May 2008
Background

Many agencies become involved in PSHCEed in schools, particularly RSHE and drugs education. The principles within this guidance can be applied to RSHE and drugs education, as well as any other area of PSHCEed, enabling schools and outside agencies to negotiate how the agency contributes to the school programme.

The type of support from outside agencies can be varied. Support could include developing policy, planning and delivery of programmes, pastoral support, parent support/education, etc. This guidance relates to delivery of programmes as this is where outside agencies tend to be utilised in school based PSHCEed. However, outside agencies can uniquely contribute to PSHCEed in schools in a variety of other ways, for example, a school nurse providing a confidential student ‘drop in’ service; supporting a school to set up a parent support/education network relating to communicating with their children; providing up to date information on young people’s health issues to update teachers, etc. Outside agencies may find some of these contributions are a more effective use of their time and expertise than classroom delivery of PSHCE.
Guidance from the DfEE (2000) and Ofsted reviews and evaluations of the quality of PSHCEed nationally, support the involvement of outside agencies in school based RSHE, “to complement the teacher delivery.  However, “it is a schools responsibility to organise, plan and deliver all aspects of SRE; teachers know their student population, have teacher expertise and can provide continuity for students, both in terms of learning and pastoral support”. Outside agencies may be able to offer a unique contribution to a programme, which complements that provided by the school, for example, develop students knowledge of local health services and how to access them. However, before embarking on RSHE or other aspects of PSHCEed within a school the agency needs to clarify the points in the following table, in order for their contribution to meet the young people’s needs and be effective.
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Questions to ask a school before agreeing to become involved in an PSHCEed programme

	Question
	Rationale
	School Action
	Agency Action

	Does the school have a PSHCEed and confidentiality policy?

If participating in drugs education or RSHE you would be advised to ask for these policies. 
	To clarify content and approaches to PSHCEed
To clarify confidentiality boundaries.
	Provide agency with a copy of school PSHCEed and confidentiality policy/ies.
	Ensure individuals involved in PSHCEed read and are clear about contents of PSHCE and confidentiality policy/ies.

	Does the school have a  PSHCEed programme?

If participating in RSHE or drugs education you would be advised to ask for these programmes.
	To clarify student previous and future learning  

To enable agency to link their contribution to previous and future learning.
	Provide agency with a copy of PSHCEed programme.
	Identify how and if agency contribution enhances PSHCEed programme.

	Can the school outline how the agency would contribute to the programme and enhance student learning?
	To clarify the unique contribution the agency would make to add value to the learning experience.
	To indicate how the agency could contribute to the PSHCEed programme, including the value to student learning.
	To agree objectives and outcomes for the agency contribution

To show the school an outline of the agency contribution/ lesson plan in advance of input.

	Can the school outline how the outside agencies contribution would be integrated within the programme? For example ,students will be prepared for the agency contribution and how follow up work will be built into the programme?


	To maximise student learning from the outside agency

To ensure there is continuity in the PSHCEed programme. 
	To indicate the preparation and follow up work to the agency contribution.
	To discuss/advise on amendments to preparation and follow up work.

	Question
	Rationale
	School action
	Agency action

	Is there a named school contact person the agency can use?
	To aid organisation of agency input.
	To provide the name and details of an appropriate contact person.
	To provide school with the name and details of an appropriate contact person.

	Will there be a teacher present throughout the agencies input?

How will the teacher contribute? 
	It is a legal requirement that a teacher is present.

It is the teacher’s responsibility to manage student behaviour, not the agencies.

Team teaching, between a teacher and outside agency, is one of the most beneficial strategies for PSHCEed.
	To define teacher contribution to lesson. 

To ensure teacher presence during the agencies input.

To enable teacher to plan and deliver input with agency if team teaching.
	To plan and deliver input with teacher if team teaching.

To ensure teacher is present throughout input if not team teaching. 



	How will the agencies input be evaluated?

How will the agency be informed of the evaluation?
	Student evaluation is important to ensure PSHCE is based on student need and to provide feedback to outside agencies.
	To share evaluation strategies and outcomes with agency.
	To utilise student evaluation to inform future planning.

	Can school provide a schedule of dates, times, group size, age, culture, gender and specific learning needs, plus any other relevant information regarding group/s?


	To enable agency to negotiate their input with school

To enable agency to plan contribution. 
	To provide a potential schedule of dates to negotiate with agency

To provide agency with information about group/s.
	To negotiate dates with school.

To utilise information about group/s to inform planning, to ensure PSHCE meets student/pupil need. 

	Question
	Rationale
	School action
	Agency action

	Can school provide space and resources required by the agency?
	To ensure space and resources prepared before agency input.
	To provide appropriate space and technical equipment before the agency input.


	To ensure school is clear about space and resource requirements before input.



	Who will meet and escort agency in school and ensure their requirements have been met when they are contributing to PSHCEed?
	To enable best use of agency time and involvement.
	Identify who will meet the agency and where.
Apply good time management.
	To attend school on time and be well prepared

To register at reception

To follow school regulations and policies regarding appropriate language and behaviour, equal 

opportunities, fire procedures etc.

	Does the school have an agreement to use with outside agencies, eg, The school nurse framework?
	To clarify school and agency responsibilities for PSHCE ed 

To clarify how the agency will be supported in school.
	Provide, discuss and sign agreement with agency.
	Discuss and refine agreement as necessary

Sign agreement.




Sample agreement between school and outside agency

(Kirklees school nurse framework should be used with school nurses)

	1. Name of school

	2. Name of agency

	3. Date/s of agency contribution

	4.Agreed learning outcomes



	5. Unique contribution of agency



	6. What is agency planning to do? ( any lesson plans should be attached)



	7.The agency has knowledge of and/or agreed: (√)

a. The PSHCEed, confidentiality and other relevant policies, for example, drugs policy, RSHE policy
b. The PSHCE ed or other relevant programmes

c. The background of the group/s they will be working with

d. The school policy on social inclusion and practice around equal opportunities

e. The need for a member of teaching staff to be present and have responsibility for pupil/student behaviour

f. The learning outcomes and how these will be evaluated

g. Appropriate  resources and space with the school
h. When to arrive, where to park, how to report arrival and other arrangements whilst in school.



	8. Evaluation mechanism and feedback



	9. Space and resource requirements



	10. Contact person  and number (school)

     Contact person and number (outside agency)

	Signed…………………………………………………………………………..(for the school)

Signed…………………………………………………………………………..(for the outside agency)

Date………………………………………………………………………………





Guidance for agencies contributing to personal, social, health, citizenship and economic education (PSHCE ed.) including relationships and sexual health education (RSHE) in schools





Graham Hofmann


PSHE School Improvement Officer 


Erika Farey


Senior Health Improvement Practitioner 





�








PAGE  
6

